
The Agua Dulce Residential 
Project

Agua Dulce Town Council meeting 
Wednesday June 8th, 2022



Agenda

• Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning
• Los Angeles County District 5 Supervisor Kathryn Barger
• District 25 Congressman Mike Garcia
• California District 36 Assemblyman Tom Lackey
• Los Angeles Department of Public Works public records responses

• 2002 Grading Permit, documents between LA County and RTG Investment
• Agreement to supply water to residents of Valley Sage Road
• A potential motivation for ignoring approved/recorded documents
• Next steps to consider



ADTC to Regional Planning 18 May 2022

• Formally withdrew Agua Dulce Town Council’s support for all aspects of the Agua 
Dulce Residential Project 

• LA County is acting to treat the phases of the project as independent projects 
instead of a single project as it was originally presented and approved in 1994 
and 2007

• LA County appears to be selectively picking and choosing which aspects of the 
approved planning documents it wishes the developer and the community to 
observe such as the wastewater entitlement

• If the first 68 homes are constructed and Phase 2 is abandoned as the developer 
has opined, the absence of ‘H’ Street as a secondary access would result in a 
larger number of homes than allowed in Title 21.24.020 and create a reckless 
endangerment of human life in the event of a fire

• The Council’s withdrawal letter has not been published as part of the online 
planning record (https://planning.lacounty.gov/case/view/tr50385)



ADTC to Supervisor Barger 19 May 2022

• Outlined the connection between RTG Investment, LLC and Rustog Invest
• Noted that bond securities appear to be coming from RTG Investment, 

LLC’s holding company in Nicosia, Cyprus via a bank account in Zurich
• Noted the Federal sanctions that likely need to be observed by LA County
• Questioned the obstructive stance being adopted by the Los Angeles 

County Department of Public Works in particular
• Noted that the Town Council has written to Congressman Garcia requesting 

a referral of the above issues to Federal agencies for review/investigation
• Expressed frustration at being put in this position by the County agencies
• Extended an open invitation to the Supervisor to attend a meeting to 

discuss these concerns directly with the Agua Dulce community



ADTC to Congressman Garcia 19 May 2022

• Provided an overview of The Agua Dulce Residential Project
• Outlined the connection between RTG Investment, LLC and Rustog Invest
• Noted that bond securities appear to be coming from RTG Investment, 

LLC’s holding company in Nicosia, Cyprus via a bank account in Zurich
• Noted the Federal sanctions that likely need to be observed by LA County 

and US individuals and entities involved with the project
• Requested assistance in directing the community’s concerns to the correct 

agencies within the Federal government for review/investigation
• Extended an open invitation to the Congressman to attend a meeting to 

discuss these concerns directly with the Agua Dulce community



ADTC to Assemblyman Lackey 23 May 2022

• Assemblyman Lackey held a community meeting on May 21 at the 
Acton/Agua Dulce Library

• Members of the audience raised The Agua Dulce Residential Project 
with the Assemblyman who had no knowledge of it

• Outlined the Town Council’s recent communications with the Los 
Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board and the State Water 
Resources Control Board regarding The Agua Dulce Residential Project

• Requested the Assemblyman’s assistance in securing a response from 
the State Water Resources Control Board regarding the status of 
grievances filed by the community in response to the February 10th

approval of the Dredge and Fill permit



LA County Department of Public Works

• Apology email received on May 13th for lack of response to PRR
• Copy of grading permit GRAD200218000115 provided on May 16th
• A March 2002 ‘multi-agreement’ document with an initial two year term between LA 

County Public Works, LA County Flood Control District and Wood Ridge, LLC (Coussoulis) 
and Brandenburg Agua Dulce, LLC (Lee Brandenburg) and their respective successors.

• It highlighted four categories of bond security totaling $3.41 million (2002 dollars):
• $1,550,000 for storm drains
• $14,500 for setting survey monuments
• $750,000 for water system and improvements
• $1,096,000 for road improvements

• April PRR also requested copies of the agreements and financial assurances between RTG 
Investment LLC and Los Angeles County Department of Public Works

• On May 24th, DPW indicated that no records of any agreements or financial assurances with RTG 
can be located



LA County Department of Public Works

• New PRR sent to LA County DPW on May 24th 2022
• On page 2 of the May 2nd letter in response to the March 18th letter 

from the Town Council, it states that staff from both the Department 
of Public Works and Department of Regional Planning have 
'determined that …. the bonds are held with non-Russian reputable 
banks."

• PRR to provide a copy of all bonds related to Tract 50385 together 
with any supporting agreement(s) related to the bond(s) that are 
referenced in the May 2nd 2022 letter.



2002 agreement to supply water to residents

• May 10th 2002 Memorandum of ‘covenant to improve property 
agreement’ between some residents of Valley Sage Road and Wood 
Ridge, LLC and Brandenburg Agua Dulce, LLC

• Recorded on August 2nd 2002 (LA County Recorder Ref 02 1811403)
• Recorded against a large number of lots including TR 50385-1, the 

majority of Phases 4-12, a separate 18 ½ acre lot adjoining Valley Sage 
Road to the Southwest, a 37 ½ acre lot to the North of Anthony Road 
and various other lot descriptions locally

• Provides roadway and slope easements in exchange for a supply of 
municipal water to three properties along Valley Sage Road



Project lots covered by the 2002 Memo

Phases 1-3Phases 4-12



The 18 ½ acre lot on Valley Sage Road
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The 37 ½ acre lot on Anthony Road



The road/slope easement area
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RWQCB Dredge & Fill permit diagram



2002 agreement to supply water to residents

• There appear to be challenges in placing the water connection points 
or ‘taps’ along Valley Sage Road

• Agreement is structured such that the water supply is established to  
three connection points on Valley Sage Rd before the municipal water 
can be supplied to the Agua Dulce Residential Project for grading etc.

• Allegedly, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works will not 
permit the connection of the taps to the 20” main along Valley Sage

• Alternative approaches require water line easements that do not exist
• How did the 20” water main engineering project get approved 

without consideration for the obligations of this recorded document? 



A potential motivation for LA County’s approach

• Highly questionable interpretation of approved planning documents
• Unresponsiveness of DPW to reasonable public records requests
• Unusual funding approach laid out in the Standby Letter of Credit
• Continued support of a US-based subsidiary of a Russian company
• Approval of civil engineering water main project with apparent 

disregard for water supply covenants recorded in 2002
• At the Acton Town Council meeting on Tuesday May 16th, an LA 

County representative volunteered that District 37 is insolvent
• 20” water main infrastructure paid for privately and subsequently District 37 

adopts it and adds connections to increase revenue



Next steps

• Consider a motion to write to Supervisor Barger and ask for 
clarification on:

• How the permit to install the 20” main water line along Sierra Hwy and Valley 
Sage Road was approved without consideration for the requirements of the 
May 10th 2002 recorded Memo and related agreement?

• How the County plans to ensure that the terms of the recorded Memo and 
associated agreement are honored with respect to the Valley Sage residents 
getting municipal water supply along Valley Sage BEFORE any municipal water 
can be used for The Agua Dulce Residential Project, including for grading etc.

• How the County plans to solve the location of the municipal water connection 
points along Valley Sage Road as required in the 2002 recorded Memo


