AGUA DULCE TOWN COUNCIL

General Meeting of July 12, 2006 

Revised Minutes  


Council Members Present: Mary Johnson, Treasurer; Elodie Buck, Ze Gonzales, Peg Spry
Council Members Absent:

Donal MacAdam, Ramona Hall, Terry Leonard
	TOPIC


	DISCUSSION
	MOTIONS
	RESULT/DECISION



	
	
	
	

	CALL TO ORDER /
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
	MJ called the meeting to order. and after the opening moved to elect a President Pro Tem.  Members elected Peg Spry as President Pro Tem.  Immediately following the election of the President Pro-Tem, the Council elected Elodie Buck as Secretary Pro Tem for the meeting.
	
	

	ELECTION OF PRESIDENT PROTEM
	MSP- Peg Spry elected as President Pro Tem for the meeting.
	
	

	APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARY PROTEM
	Elodie Buck appointed as Secretary Pro Tem for the meeting.
	
	

	APPROVAL OF AGENDA AS AMENDED
	MSP – Agenda approved as amended.  MJ moved to approve the agenda after removal of the item regarding the June 28 minutes and addition of item regarding discussion of ADTC By-Laws and Charter. 
	M:  MJ
S:  ZG
	In Favor:  3
Against:   1 (PS)

	APPROVAL OF MINUTES AS AMENDED
	MSP – Minutes approved as amended.  MJ moved to approve the minutes after requesting the following changes:

1. Change “Approve as Presented:” to “Approved as Amended”
2. Under Secretary Report change “none” to “RH spoke about the Tick Canyon Building Project.”

3. Change wording from Council “adjourned” to 

      “ recessed “ for Candidate Forum

4. Under Committee reports for CSD item, strike sentence regarding “no route for delivery” to state, “The committee anticipates completion of the document by August. After that the Committee will review the distribution process and will forward it to the Town Council.”
5. Add under Open Forum, Doug Turner spoke about the closing of the Agua Dulce after school program.
6. Add under Open Forum, Chuck Brink spoke to the Council regarding freedom of speech and the Supreme Court


	M:  MJ
S:  ZG
	In Favor:  4
Against:   0

	TREASURER RESPORT Accepted as modified.
	MSP - MJ moved to reduce the attorney fee payment to $250.00 which will leave a balance of $25.81.  
	M:  MJ
S:  ZG
	In Favor:  4
Against:   0

	
	
	
	

	COMMUNITY AGENCIES
	Fire Dept:  No report
	
	Information Only

	
	California Highway Patrol- Report given by Officer Rick Miler as follows  There was a July 5th fatal accident.  Officer Miler then responded to general questions from the community members.
	
	Information Only

	
	Sheriff Dept. Report – the Deputy spoke and provided statistics for the month of June.  The community of Agua Dulce was relatively “crime free” during that period.  There were two grand theft robberies, one on Anthony Road and one on the 14 Freeway.  There was a robbery at a storage facility on Soledad Canyon Rd.  He also reported that the Sheriff’s Dept. had received funding to write citations and follow up on complaints related to off road vehicle violations He finished by relating that the department is extremely short-handed.  He then responded to general questions from the community members and Town Council
	
	Information Only

	
	Fifth District Report – Senior Deputy Millie Jones presented the following information:
1. There was a Monday briefing by Santa Clarita City staff for representatives of elected officials.  One of the issues was HR 5471, a bill that is being sponsored by Congressman Buck McKeon.  It allows the Bureau of Land Management to find a method to cancel the  Soledad Canyon Road mining leases and transfer them to a different location.  The City of Santa Clarita is working diligently to prevent the mega mining project.  The bill was introduced at the end of this year’s session and will not get handled until next Congressional session.  Meanwhile, Representative McKeon will use the time to build alliances with other House Members and develop a support base.  Mrs. Jones has cards for community members to sign and show their support of the bill.
2.  The Supervisor would like to know if the Agua Dulce Town Council would like to have a defibulator made available for the Agua Dulce Women’s Club building since that is the site for most community meetings.  The Supervisor will provide the machines and training free of charge to the community.  

3. After answering general questions from the community members, Senior Deputy Jones introduced Assistant Deputy Director for the Watershed Management Division of the Public Works Department, Mr. Mark Pestrella.  Assistant Deputy Director gave a lengthy review of the agency’s efforts to look at water sources and treatment.  He also provided information on the November Water Bond Issue and regarding new regulations that will be coming regarding groundwater recharge, supply, and health.   Afterwards, Mr. Pestrella spent some time answering questions posed by community members.  Finally, he offered to provide the residents with a forum on Septic System Maintenance.
	The Council agreed to accept the Supervisor’s offer of a defibulator .
	By Consensus

	COUNCIL REPORT
	NONE
	
	

	COMMITTEE REPORTS
	CSD COMMITTEE:  Mrs. Lorene Cangiano reported as Co Chairperson.  She stated that the Committee is still going strong and experiencing good participation from Committee Members.  They are very close to completion of the document and are trying to get it to the TC by the end of August.  They will have a key point discussion/consultation with County personnel at some time in the  future.  
	
	I
Information Only

	UNFINISHED BUSINESS
	Charter and By-Laws:  Mrs. Johnson led a discussion between the TC and community members regarding the last Council meeting, reading of the Charter and By-Laws, and community input.  
	
	Information Only

	NEW BUSINESS
	1.  MSP- Accept resignation of Council Secretary Ramona Hall and an Acting Chair Secretary will be installed at the 1st meeting in September.

Replacement of Town Council Secretary:  Town Council members discussed replacement of Secretary Ramona Hall. After a lengthy discussion which included input from several community members, the TC agreed to accept the letter of resignation and re-visit the question of the Secretary’s position at the first Council meeting in September.  Issues to be addressed include the possibility of dividing up the Secretary’s position.   Meanwhile, Peg Spry will write the agenda.
1. MSP – The Town Council will adjourn at the end of this meeting and recess until the first meeting in September.  MJ moved to have the TC take a hiatus until the meeting of September 13, 2006.  After a lengthy discussion which included input from several community members and a review of the Charter and By-Laws, the Council agreed to recess after tonight’ meeting until the first meeting in September with the provision that a Council Member may call a Special Meeting during the interim if deemed necessary and standing committees will continue to meet as scheduled.
MSP – The letter in support of HR 5471 will be referred to the Land Use Committee.  After discussion and with input from community members, Mrs. Dee Holland and Mr. Chuck Brink, the Council agreed to defer the item regarding the Soledad Mine Bill to the Land Use Committee.  Committee Chairperson Ramona Hall will write a draft letter for Council review
	M:  MJ
S:  ZG

M:  MJ

S:  ZG

M:  MJ

S:  ZG
	In Favor:  4
Against:   0

In Favor:  4

Against:   0

In Favor:  4

Against:   0

	OPEN FORUM
	Mrs. Julie Feurhelm:  would be willing to look into information regarding grants and funding possibilities for the Town Council.
Mrs. Dee Holland:  Would like to ask that future agenda items include the Rio Dulce access issue and Wagon Wheel Plaza waste disposal problems.
Ms. Marilyn Merlot:  would like to see signs regarding airport expansion removed.
	 
	Information Only

	FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
	1. Secretary position
2. Installation of Election Chair

3. Draft Letter from Land Use

4. Spring and Center (Sleepy Valley) removal of oaks

5. Committee update

6. Country Fair participation by TC (from Mrs. Holland)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Adjournment
	MSP – the Council adjourned at  9:40 PM.
	M;  ZG
S:   MJ
	In Favor:  4
Against:   0


Prepared by Ramona Hall, Secretary, Agua Dulce Town Council 2006.  Accepted as amended by the TC on 9-27-06.
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